BURTON BRADSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 2nd March 2011 at 7.30pm in the Reading Room, Burton Bradstock.

Present: Cllrs: D.Dixon,  D.Batten,  A.Mackie,  N.Bowles,  D.Venn,  S.Churchill,  F.Moore (Clerk),  DCC Cllr: R.Coatsworth, G.Bryant, A. Lovell (Partnership for Older People Programme), and two members of the public.

1.  Apologies: Cllrs: G.Moody, K.Delves,  S.Pett,  P.Toms.

The Clerk read a letter of resignation with immediate effect from Cllr.Toms. The Chairman asked that thanks be recorded in the minutes for the work that Cllr Toms had done over the last four years and that a letter of thanks is sent to him from the Council.
2.  Declarations of Interest: 

There were no Declarations of Interest:

3.  Minutes of the Previous Meeting, 16th February 2011.

After the amendment of a typing error in the ‘Winter Gritting’, item on page one the minutes were approved and signed as a true record by the Chairman.

4.  Presentation by Gill Bryant, Development Worker, Partnership for Older People Programme. (POPP ).

The Chairman closed the meeting and invited G.Bryant to deliver a presentation on POPP. Gill Bryant gave an informative about POPP, essentially it is supporting local communities by working with people over 50 plus across the county so that older people can receive help and services when and where they need them. A local leader will shortly be appointed for the area that includes Burton Bradstock. A local initiative is the POPP Neighbourcar scheme run by volunteers. This is run by Anita Busby-Wilcocks and she can be contacted on 01305 225924. 
Cllr Churchill gave her details to G.Bryant as a contact person for the Parish Council.

B.James offered to drop leaflets around the village promoting the project, and Cllr: Coatsworth fully commended the organisation.

The Chairman thanked G.Bryant for her presentation and stated that the programme could be very useful for the Parish and looked forward to receiving further information and details when the local leader was appointed.

5. Democratic Quarter Hour:
· B.James: Thought that the POPP programme was excellent and should be included within the local Parish Plan.
· D.Edwards: Suggested that a car scheme was being run currently in the village and P.Dutton could have information on it,
6.  Matters Arising & Clerk’s Report:

· Parish Council Website: D.Venn reported that the website had not been working due to an oversight in the timescale of the contract and hence the failure of payments. This had now been rectified and a new contract to the value of £200 for a period of three years had been paid and the website was now up and running.
· Bus Timetable Sign: The damaged timetable sign had been reported.
· Old Post Office Sign: The removal of this old sign has been reported to the Council’s Handyman for action.

· Winter Gritting: The Clerk stated that he had not received any responses from DCC Highways to the Council’s emails on Winter salting. Cllr. Coatsworth said that there was a new structure being set up in the department and things were currently in a state of flux, and that it might be advisable to wait awhile for things to settle down. It was agreed to put the last email in writing to the Highways Department.





Action Clerk.
· Village of the Year Competition: Cllr. Bowles and the Clerk to action this item.









Action Cllr Bowles & Clerk.

· Royal British Legion ‘Great Poppy Party Weekend’ 10-12th June 2011. The Clerk reported that this event was not being organised by the British Legion, but was an opportunity for individuals and organisations to hold a party to raise funds for the British Legion.                                                 Action Cllr.Moody.
· BLAP: Cllr Dixon had sent a report to BLAP about Burton Bradstock’s Parish Plan for inclusion in their Annual newsletter.
· Local Elections May 5th 2011. The Clerk reported that he had posted notices and timetables regarding the elections. Copies of Nomination packs were now available from the Clerk for those wishing to stand as a Parish Councillor. It was agreed that more notices about the elections should be displayed around the village. In addition it was agreed that current Councillors should try to recruit more councillors by word of mouth. The Clerk to pass on information to Cllr.Venn to put on the website.



Action Cllr Venn & Clerk.
· Grant to Parochial Church Council: Advice and clarity was still being sought regarding this item. It was agreed to put this item into abeyance until the relevant information had been obtained.

  Action Cllrs Moody & Batten.
· B3157: Cllr.Churchill reported that she had received no response from A.Brown (B3157 Project Board) regarding questions about sight lines etc in Barr Lane.

· Walking & Cycle Routes: Cllr. Dixon to pursue this item with S.Mitchell of Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) .




Action Cllr. Dixon.
· Trees on Village Green: Further information has been received regarding the work on the trees on the Village Green. After due procedure regarding tenders it  has been agreed to offer the work to the contractors Applewood, who submitted the lowest yet appropriate quote. Unsuccesful contractors have been notified. The work will take place on the 8th March 2011, the school and local neighbours have been informed and posters have been placed on the notice boards. The wood removed will be logged, some will be offered to needy people in the village, and other wood will be stacked on the green for local people to use. 
7.  Correspondence: 

Details of correspondence received prior to the agenda being posted have been circulated and are attached to the minutes.

· WDDC: Application for Road Closure, Church Street, between 9am and 5pm on Monday 30th May 2011 for the Annual Village Fayre. There were no objections.
· Burton Bradstock Village Clean: It was agreed to join in the West Dorset Spring Clean this April. The date would be Saturday 9th April meeting in the Reading Room at 10.00am. Volunteers would be allocated an area of the village and return with rubbish etc by 11.00am. The Clerk to place notices etc.    Action Clerk.
· Bridport Local Area Partnership:  Details of the meeting to be held on the 3rd March. Cllr.Dixon to attend.




Action Cllr.Dixon.
· WDDC. Legal Division: Further information regarding the Old Smithy at Cliff Corner. The Council is looking for the input of local residents who are willing to attend the appeal hearing and give evidence on oath that the land was used for horticulture by the then owner of ‘Erwin’ (or others) from around 2003-2006. A date has not yet been set but it would probably take place in the early summer of this year.
8.  Library Update:

The Clerk reported that Cllr Moody had been very active trying to find out the current position regarding the Lease’s. Following a discussion with B.Hynds the Clerk spoke to M.Harvey (Nantes) on 1st March. Mr Harvey stated that he was still waiting for the documents to come back from DCC. 

Cllr. Coatsworth stated that he had spoken about this delay to various people at the County Council, but due to the budget situation things seem to have been allowed to slip. There is a meeting on the 23rd March, at the Dornford Centre, Bridport Road, Dorchester, specifically about DCC’s policy with regard to Libraries in general. It is an open meeting and he urged Burton Bradstock people to attend.
9.  Planning Report:

Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 21st February 2011 were circulated prior to the meeting and details are attached to these minutes. Cllr.Batten gave a detailed update to this report for parishioners, which included details relating to the Old Smithy.
10. Finance Report:

The RFO’s Finance report had been previously circulated to Councillors.

All cheques had been authorised in accordance with the necessary internal controls.

11. A.O.B.

· Cllr.Churchill: Could the Clerk find out more details regarding the Libraries Meeting on the 23rd March and circulate the information.  Action Clerk.
12. Date of Next Meeting:   6th April 2011.

Cllr. Mackie gave his apologies for this meeting.

13. Democratic Quarter Hour:

· D.Edwards: Could the Clerk ensure that B.Hynds knows about the Libraries meeting on the 23rd March.


Action Clerk
Could the Clerk also find out about the legal details regarding the 10 year period relating to the Old Smithy.


Action Clerk.

· A.Lovell:   Gave more detail regarding the structure of the POPP organisation.
The Meeting closed at 8.43pm.
