BURTON BRADSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 5th January 2011 at 7.30pm in the Reading Room, Burton Bradstock.

Present: Cllrs: A.Mackie,  G.Moody,  D.Batten,  K.Delves,  D.Dixon,  P.Toms,  D.Venn,  F.Moore (Clerk) and seven members of the public.

1. Apologies: Cllrs: N.Bowles,  S.Churchill,  S.Pett,  DCC Cllr: R.Coatsworth,  WDDC Cllr: M.Parsons.

2. Declarations of Interest: 

There were no Declarations of Interest.

3. Minutes of the previous Meeting, December 1st 2010.

The minutes of the meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

4. Democratic Quarter Hour:

· B.James: Thanked the Parish Council for the grit provided for access to the Post Office. Thanks were also stated from G.Holdcroft.  B.James asked when the holes in the B3157 caused by the removal of the ‘cats eyes would be repaired. The Chairman responded that this was part of the process in resurfacing the road as agreed by the Parish Council with the B3157 project Board.
· J.Harding: Expressed concern that there was no grit in the bin at the bottom of Cliff Road. The Clerk stated that he would be addressing gritting issues in his report.
5. Matters Arising & Clerk’s Report:

· Flood Warden: Cllr: Delves has agreed to act as the Parish Council’s Flood Warden
· Village Green Sycamore: The testing to establish the safety of the tree has been delayed; this will now be done by DCC on January 10th 2011.
· Parish Plan Review Grant: We have received notification of a grant of £700 for the review of our Parish Plan. All details and information have been sent to DCC in order for the grant to be paid directly into our account.
· Dog Bin near Bus Shelter:  Due to the bad weather the re-positioning of the dog/waste bin had been delayed. However it is now in its new position.

· Grit Bins & Winter Weather: The Clerk reported that in July 2010, DCC Highways had contacted the Parish Council to identify a friendly farmer to store and possibly distribute on a voluntary basis grit/salt in the Parish during adverse weather conditions. The Council identified a farmer and advised 
      DCC. In addition we also asked about the current location of Grit Bins within the 
      Parish. There was no response despite repeated requests during October 2010. 

      Prior to Christmas asking for more gritting within the Parish, the Clerk was 

      informed by Dorset Direct that the policy of using local farmers had not yet been 
      put into place.

      The grit bin at the bottom of Cliff Road has now been filled by DCC.   

      After discussion it was agreed that the Clerk write to DCC Highways to ascertain 

      the following:  1) Whether, the policy of storing grit/salt at a parish Council  
      location for, distribution by local volunteers was going to be implemented.

      2) Whether the C65 (Shipton Lane) would be permanently classified as a 
      Community link road.
      In addition the Clerk to ascertain costs of grit bins, identify a number of 

      locations within the Parish and check out insurance liabilities regarding this 

      matter and circulate the information to Councillors as soon as possible. 


Action Clerk.
      The Council also agreed that the subject of winter weather problems should be 
      Part of the Parish Council’s Emergency Plan.

· Local Elections May 5th 2011: Nomination papers would be circulated on the 14th March, with the last date for applications being 14th April. Existing councillors would remain in post until 9th May. The Clerk to contact M.Hickman (WDDC Electoral Registration) regarding the protocol of acceptance of office and approval of annual accounts during May. Details of the election to be placed in the BVN.








Action Clerk.
6. Correspondence:
Details of correspondence received prior to the agenda being posted hade been circulated and are attached to the minutes: 

It was agreed to circulate to all Councillors the paper from WDDC regarding ‘Community Resilience Planning’.

· Archie Mackie: A formal letter of resignation as Chairman from the 17th January 2009 and that he would be standing down from the Council in April 2011. Cllr: Batten presented Cllr: Mackie with a gift expressing the Council’s and parishioners thanks for his hard work and time as a councillor and Chairman of Burton Bradstock Parish Council.
7. Post Office:

A previously circulated report from Cllrs: Dixon and Moody was explained in further detail by Cllr Moody. Cllr: Dixon also reported that discussions were now more positive and bode well for the future.
The following recommendations were unanimously agreed:

1. That the Council sets an annual rent increase for the Post Office and Village Shop of 2% per annum (the Government’s target CPI) for the remainder of the lease.
2. That the Council agrees that the lease be appropriately modified for the Post office and Village Shop to meet the criteria for granting a lease at an undervalue under the promotion or improvement of social well-being and the promotion or improvement of environmental well being.

3. That the annual rent increase for the remainder of the lease be given effect through a supplementary deed to the current lease which should not affect any other of the lease’s provisions.

8. Library Update:

A copy of the Progress report regarding the Library had been previously circulated.

Cllr: Moody highlighted various points from the report.

The following recommendation was unanimously agreed:
1. That the Council agrees to enter into the lease and community use agreement as amended.

2. The Council would proceed with enquiries into a sublease to FBBL providing that this  would be to the advantage of both parties.

9. Planning Committee:

Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 2nd December 2010 were circulated prior to the meeting and details are attached to these minutes. Cllr: Toms gave a detailed update to this report for parishioners.

10. Finance Report: 

The RFO’s Finance Report for the January meeting had previously been circulated by the RFO.

The only none ongoing contract cheque to approve was for ‘Humberts Commercial (Yeovil) Ltd’, to the value of £411.25 ( £350 plus VAT )  for the valuation services at the Post Office. This was approved.

Two tenders have been received regarding the work at the Allotments and the Village Greens, Cllr Moody would circulate all councillors with a summary of the details. It is anticipated that because of the use of lime-based mortar work to the allotment walls will not commence until the spring at the earliest.

Action Cllr Moody.
11. A.O.B.

· P.Toms: Nothing has been done to repair the broken drain in Shipton Lane although a work order has been initiated. (370259). Clerk to pursue.
· D.Venn: A Website Training Day has been set for 13th January. Cllrs: Dixon, Batten & Moody would be attending but it is open to any other councillor if they would like to attend.
· K.Delves: Reported that he had attended the BB Flood Action Group on the 17th December 2010 and he would be reporting on that meeting and other flood issues at the February parish Council meeting.
· D.Dixon: Reported that he would be meeting with the School and the PTA to discuss better facilities for the playing field.
12. Date of Next meeting: 2nd February 2011.

13. Democratic Quarter Hour:

· B.James: Could the Council look at the provision of a youth club building for the village.
· M.Southgate: Asked for further clarification regarding the Library position. This was explained by Cllr: Moody. In respect of youth club premises, M.Southgate suggested that it might be worthwhile looking at past Parish Council records regarding the difficulties in providing a building on the playing fields.
· D.Edwards: Thanks to K.Delves for becoming the Council’s Flood Warden, this was also stated by J.Grantham.
· R.Graham: Referred to his email to Cllr: Moody wherein he expressed concerns about him not being able to balance the Council’s accounts. Cllr: Moody explained that Mr Graham had confused net current assets with cash reserves, and that if the latter figure was used then the accounts balanced correctly.  Mr Graham expressed further concern that the financial reports to the Council did not give the full picture. Cllr.Moody replied to the effect that the reports were summaries to the Council, while the full details were discussed at the Finance and General Purposes Committee. All Councillors present said that they were content with the level of detail provided in the financial reports and Cllr: Moody suggested that Mr.Graham should if possible attend the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meetings which are open to the public.  R.Graham also asked what strategy the Council would be doing to fund in the future a possible new thatch on the Post Office. The Chairman reported that provision for this and similar items was included in a general maintenance reserve which covered all the Council’s assets.
· J.Grantham: Thanked the Parish Council for moving the Post office situation forward and stated that the whole village must be encouraged to use the Post Office in order to maintain its level of opening.
· G.Holdcroft:  Stated her thanks to Cllrs Dixon and Moody for their work on the Post Office. G.Holdcroft felt that the valuation would have been higher if the valuer thought that the tenants were making a lot of money.
The meeting closed at 9.04pm.
