BURTON BRADSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 16th February 2011 at 7.30pm in the Reading Room, Burton Bradstock.

Present: Cllrs: G.Moody,  D.Dixon,  D.Venn,  S.Churchill,  N.Bowles,  D.Batten,  F.Moore (Clerk), DCC Cllr: R.Coatsworth and five members of the public.

1.  Apologies: Cllrs: A.Mackie,  S.Pett,  K.Delves,  P.Toms.
2.  Declarations of Interest:  There were no Declarations of Interest.

3.  Minutes of the previous Meeting, January 5th 2011.

The minutes of the meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

4.  Democratic Quarter Hour:

· G.Adderley:  Asked what the final bill for the valuation of the Post Office was? The Chairman stated that it was £350 plus VAT (recoverable) for both the open market and “subject to the lease” valuations. Was the Council aware that an appeal was being made regarding the ‘Old Smithy’ planning enforcement notice? The Clerk reported that this was on the agenda for the next Council planning meeting which would be set latter tonight. Parishioners were able to attend the meeting.
Concern was expressed that the Council’s Website was not working. Cllr:Venn was investigating this matter.                                     Action Cllr: Venn.
· B.James: Reported that the bus timetable sign near the bus stop had its glass broken and that the old Post Office sign on the Telegraph pole in the High Street was unnecessary and could it be removed.                Action Clerk.
5.  Matters Arising & Clerk’s Report:
· Election of Chairman:  The Clerk asked for nominations for the position of Chairman. Cllr. Batten proposed Cllr. Moody who was seconded by Cllr. Dixon. Cllr. Moody was prepared to stand as Chairman and as there was no other nomination was unanimously elected. 
· Winter Griting: The Clerk reported that he had received no information from 0DCC Highways on gritting policies despite further respects. The only correspondence received was a questionnaire from DCC asking how PCs felt DCC had responded to the Winter Salting to date. The Clerk stated that he had filled in the questionnaire in a true but negative manner. The Parish Council felt that a central store of grit/salt at a local point was still a positive option and that the local farmer could top up bins for individuals to spread at various locations. The PC would not itself undertake gritting which would alleviate insurance liabilities.  The Clerk to contact DCC Highways for more information and to provide DCC with details of preferred grit box locations to ascertain if they are acceptable to DCC.       
Action Clerk.
· Village of the Year Competition:  Cllr.Bowles to take on this project in conjunction with the Parish Clerk.                        Action Cllr:Bowles & Clerk.
· Emergency Planning  Committee:  It was agreed that this item should be put into abeyance until the May Parish Council elections had taken place.
· Royal British Legion ‘Great Poppy Party Weekend’ 10-12th June 2011.  Details regarding the celebration of the Royal British Legion’s 90th birthday. The Royal British Legion is encouraging individuals and groups to hold across the nation a party over the above weekend. It was felt that the Parish Council could pursue this with other groups in the community such as the Village Hall Committee and the Village Society some party for the Parish. It was agreed that Cllr: Moody contact other groups accordingly.
Action Cllr.Moody.
· Allotments: Allotment notices for the year 2011/12 have been issued.
· Trees on Village Green: The Clerk reported that further quotes had been received regarding work on the two trees on the Village Green. It was agreed to discuss the quotes in a closed meeting after the main Council meeting had finished.
6.  Correspondence:

Details of correspondence received prior to the agenda being posted have been circulated and are attached to the minutes.

· WDDC Application for Road Closure:  A request has been made to close Church Street, between 12.30pm and 5.30pm on Thursday 4th August 2011 for the Annual Church Fete. There were no objections.
· Sustainable Communities Act Update: This has been circulated to all Councillors.

· DAPTC: Chief Executive’s Circular: This will be placed on the Operations Table.

· Jurassic Coast Roadshow:  This will take place on Wednesday 2nd March between 4pm – 7pm at the Salt House, West Bay.

· BLAP: A request for information from our last Parish Plan meeting with Parishioners to include in their Annual newsletter.     Action Cllr: Dixon.
· Local Elections May 5th 2011.  The Clerk to display notices, timetables etc for the above. The Clerk also to be a contact point for any interested parishioners wishing to find out more about becoming a Parish Councillor.    Action Clerk.
· DCC: B3157 Coast Road: Details regarding the dates of the traffic calming works and contact numbers. Cllr: Churchill to speak about the B3157 under A.O.B.
7.  Library Update:  Cllr Moody reported that he and Cllr Bowles met with the Friends of BB Library on Monday 31st January to discuss the current situation and what might happen should DCC withdraw all support from the BB Library. While the proposed Library Service cuts were being vigorously opposed, if DCC decided to withdraw financial support to the BB Library there would be a period of some months following that decision to implementation. This would give time for alternatives to be considered by both the Friends and the PC.
On balance the Friends felt that they would prefer the PC to pursue its lease with DCC now, and for there to be a sub-lease from BBPC to the Friends. The PC’s exposure should the Friends decide to terminate their sub-lease could be limited to 3 months costs (PC’s lease notice of 6 months less the Friends’ sublease notice of 3 months), and Professor Hynds had noted that in co-operation with the PC the Friends could give 6 months notice. Both Cllrs Bowles and Moody agreed with the Friends on this.
Cllr Moody had spoken with the Library Services Manager on Friday 4 February, who had said that she had no objections to the PC pursuing the lease in advance of the outcome of what savings would be made, or to the Friends being granted a sub-lease provided that her solicitor did not object (which his email correspondence with the PC’s solicitor indicates he does not). Cllr Moody confirmed that the PC and the Friends wished to proceed (including the PC’s sub-lease to the Friends) and the Library Service Manager undertook to try to expedite the necessary documents.

The Library Service Manager also noted that that following DCC’s meeting later in the month the Library Service should be in a position to begin consultation with affected communities’ mid-March. If the proposals to withdraw support were approved, she thought that a weekly visit from the mobile library service would be provided to each affected community, and that DCC would provide flexibility where practical in shaping the options of buying in DCC’s support or alternative community use for the library buildings.
Cllr Moody noted that although the PC had agreed the matter previously, because of the possibility of a more rapid demise of a DCC-provided library service in the village than thought previously, he recommended that the Council confirm that it approves proceeding to lease the Burton Bradstock Library from the Dorset County Council with a sub-lease to the Friends of Burton Bradstock Library, both on the terms previously reported/considered by the Council. The Council approved this recommendation.

8.  Planning Committee: It was agreed to meet on Monday 21st February at 7.30pm in the Reading Room. Cllr.Dixon to act as Chairman in the absence of Cllr: Toms.

9.  Finance Report: 
The RFO’s Finance Report had been previously circulated to Councillors.

Cllr.Moody updated the report for Councillors and the following recommendations were approved.

That the reserves of £36,114, should be split into two major areas. A general reserve of £22.700 (which matches the current precept) and a maintenance reserve of £13.414.

That the Post Office building insurance comes under the Council’s main insurers, which will result in a reduction of the current premium and that the premium of £436.41p is approved.
That Allotment fees would be increased by 50p per annum for a period of three years and then reviewed. The Reading Room rent would also be increased by 50p per session and the cost of photocopies would be set in line with the Post Office’s rate.
That a new bank mandate is prepared to include all Councillors to ensure that there are always sufficient cheque signatories available.
To donate £100 to the Bridport Citizens Advice Bureau.

All cheques had been authorised in accordance with the necessary internal controls.

A request had been received for the PCC for a grant of £1500 for the upkeep of the Churchyard. This had promoted discussion within the Finance Committee as to whether or not this was a statutory or voluntary responsibility for the Parish Council.  There also appeared to be some uncertainty if the grant was for the Churchyard or the Cemetery or both. Advice was being sought as the position needs to be clarified, and a report would be prepared for the March Parish Council Meeting.
      Action Cllrs Moody & Batten.
The date of the next Finance meeting will be 27th April 2011.

10. A.O.B.

· Cllr.Churchill  B3157:  Cllr: Churchill attended the last B3157 Board meeting and reported that works were now being started. Individuals along the Coast road were being sent details of road closures, dates etc as when as the information being placed in local papers and through a leaflet drop. The proposed road closures are being planned for the last two weeks of March and the first week of April, and will be during working days only between 9am and 4pm.
Cllr.Churchill reported that the parking bays in Barr Lane, would probably not now go ahead. This would mean continued problems regarding sight lines at this point, improvement to which was an important part of the overall scheme. It was agreed that Cllr: Churchill contact A.Brown for clarification on this matter and that the PC would discuss at its next meeting how these improvements might be secured without risking delays to the other works.

Action Cllr Churchill.
S.Mitchell from AONB was very interested in looking at possible alternative walking and cycle routes that were off the main road. It was agreed that Cllr Dixon pursue this area.



Action Cllr.Dixon.

· Cllr. Bowles. Parish Plan: There will be a ‘Drop in Morning’ for all parishioners to update them on the Parish Plan on Wednesday 23rd February between 11am – 1.00pm in the Reading Room. 
The next meeting of the Parish Plan group was Thursday 24th February.

· Cllr:Batten: Following publication of and subsequent queries in respect of controversial article recently, Cllr.Batten wanted to make clear that the Bride Valley News is a Parochial Church Council publication, and is not a Parish Council magazine.
· Cllr. Dixon: Expressed concern about how severely the hedges within the Parish had been cut back and therefore did not help with the conservation of local wildlife.

11. Date of Next meeting: Wednesday 2nd March 2011.

The Chairman gave his apologies and it was agreed that Cllr.Dixon be Chairman for this meeting.

12. Democratic Quarter Hour:

· B.James: Expressed concerns about the sight lines at the junction of Barr Lane and Charles Road.
· M.Southgate: The Council had always seen supporting the maintenance/grass cutting of the Churchyard/Cemetery as recognition that the PCC provided the graveyard and if it did not then the Parish Council would have to.
In a response to M.Southgate, Cllr Dixon stated that the draft Parish Plan should be available for the Council’s AGM in May.

A BLOG has been established on the Burton Bradstock Website on which Parish matters/issues might be discussed.
In a response to M.Southgate, the Clerk stated that there would be 11 vacancies for councillors in the May 5th elections.

· R.Coatsworth: There is a full meeting of the DCC Cabinet on the 17th February which will discuss the Libraries position and cuts to be made in DCC personnel.
DCC have decided to withdraw plans to reduce times of free buses available to parishioners with bus passes.
The meeting closed at 8.58pm.
