BURTON BRADSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Planning & development Committee which met on Monday 7th July 2008 in the Reading Room at 6.30pm.

Present: Cllrs:D.Batten, D.Dixon, S.Pett, L.Comley, P.Toms, F.Moore (Clerk).

1. Apologies: 

There were no apologies.

2. Declarations Of Interest:

There were no declarations of Interest.

3.Minutes of the previous Meeting;

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

4.Matters Arising:

There were no matters arising.

5. Footpaths:

Concern was expressed about the overgrown trees near the footpath in Lower Townsend. The Clerk to contact Magna Housing Association to see if they can be reduced. Concern was also expressed about a number of entrances to footpaths in particular the one near Larkfield. P.Toms stated that he had reported the problems to DCC Footpaths and they would try to resolve the problem as soon as possible. The clearing of footpath entrances had been previously done by P.Toms and the Clerk. It was agreed to contact N.Bryant of Peacehaven Farm to look at the overgrown footpath between Arch Bridge and Bredy Road. The Clerk to place an article in the BVN gently reminding landowners of their responsibility to maintain and keep open footpaths.

6. Sustainability Update:

D.Dixon stated that the 2006 Sustainability and Climate Act encouraged Parish Councils in terms of planning to look at new developments with a sustainability strategy . This could be recommendations for solar panels, insulation, lighting, rainfall harvest etc. The Clerk to obtain a copy of the Act and circulate to all councillors.
D.Dixon to prepare a press update, and to look at a calculation of the Parish Council’s carbon footprint, so that the Council can look at ways of saving energy etc. D.Dixon to contact Bridport T.C, to see how they were introducing their sustainability policy. Discussion took place on costs, safer routes, shared cars, electric cars, culture change etc.
7. Emergency Procedures:

It was agreed to ask J.Grantham to attend a Planning & Development meeting in late September to see how Homewatch could get involved with some safety procedures to protect infirm and vulnerable elderly people in the case of an emergency.

8. A.O.B.

· S.Pett: What was the Council’s policy with regard to expenses when a councillor was involved for a long period in terms of travel on Council business? It was agreed that the Clerk finds out the current travel expenses rate from DAPTC, and this would then be raise4d at a full Parish Council Meeting.

9. Date of Next meeting:  To be arranged.
